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Hamish brought the ARF Vertigo  kitset and took 
about a year to assemble it.  The kit was designed for 
a 140-160 glow engine as a pusher however Hamish 
decided on a PST800R turbine which fitted.   Due to 
the power plant change there were modifications 
made to the structure to prevent mid flight              
disassembly. 
 

The fuse is fibreglass painted in 2 pack paint and the 
2 metre wings and stabs covered with Oracova. The 
colour scheme is nothing like it was when it was lifted 
out of the box.   
 

Over the last 8 years the plane has done a lot of fly-
ing, the data does it has 25 hours on the clock which 
works out to be around 185 flights.    
 

 The model holds 2 litres of A1 jet which allows 
enough for an 8 minute flight. 

 Max RPM is 153000RPM and Idle is 
53000RPM. 

 The model has ProLink retracts and trailing link 
legs,  BVM wheels and brakes. 

 Two 2100mah Lipo rx batteries and one 
4000mah battery for the onboard computer and 
starter motor. 

 Dry weight 10.7kg 
 

It flies in most conditions well, a little wind on the 
noise make the landings easier. Due to the heavy 
wing loading at slow speeds it can bite, I found this 
out the hard way on a landing which resulted in a  
rebuild of the fuse... lesson learnt. 

Remember to check the website regularly—www.aeroneers.com May 2018 - page 2 

 

Front Page Focus 

Formost 150 
Pilot: Hamish Loveridge 

Thank you to Andy Dobson from the Taranaki Club 
for the aerial photographs. 

Info please Info please Info please    

Wanted—photos, articles, letters to the 
editor, links to  articles or videos, jokes — 

ANYTHING! 
 

Everyone of you have a story  -  
 

What project are you working on? 
 

Is there anything interesting you have 
read online that you should share with 

your fellow modellers? 
 

Email: editor@aeroneers.com 

 
We were very          

saddened to hear of 

the passing of Sue 

Withell, dearly loved 

wife of our club        

secretary, Bruce and 

a much loved mother 

and grandmother. 

 

The club extend their 

condolences to Bruce 

and his family and we 

are  certain that you 

have many wonderful 

memories to cherish. 

http://www.aeroneers.com


Don’t be so narrow minded that your ears rub together. May 2018 - page 3 

 

Peter Vining 

Club Captains Report 

The Club’s Open Day was a great success even with 
a strong crosswind.  Many thanks to those Club mem-
bers who helped on the day. 

The Club night visit to John Callesen’s vintage car 
collection was an eye opener for me.  I did not know 
that a group of local talented people can contribute to 
the vintage car world in the way they can.  Thanks to 
Hamish for introducing us to this special place. 

The trees at the north-west end of the runway have 
been trimmed and a clear landing approach has been 
improved. 

The Club has some new members on the field and I 
would ask older members to make themselves known 

and to help them if needed. 

Batteries: 

This is an old subject of mine regarding a very im-
portant part of model flying.  We all know that if a mo-
tor quits we can still get our plane back on the 
ground.  But, if a battery quits then it’s all over – bring 
out the rubbish bin. 

Check batteries regularly with a volt meter and make 
a note of how old your batteries are.  I like to install 
new batteries after 3-4 years (Ni-cads).  The cost of 
this is small if you have a nice aircraft worth keeping. 

Happy flying. 

Peter Vining, Club Captain, April 2018 

 

Greg Findon 

Presidents Report 

The first weekend of April saw the end of daylight 
saving and cooler days following, however, we have 
been lucky to have a couple of very good Sundays 
weather wise for flying, also I have heard that ANZAC 
Day afternoon was perfect flying weather and enjoyed 
by a number of members. 
 

April Club night was a “Show and Tell” of some recent 
build projects and a presentation on “First Person Vi-
sion” (FPV) and the “Right and Wrongs” of charging 
batteries. Thanks to Russ, Ivan, Peter and Alvah for 
passing on some of their experiences gained during 
their building process. Russ Johnson, at the age of 
87, wanted to find out if he still had the skills and pa-
tience to build from scratch, well done Russ, you still 
have it, a great build. 
 

Bradley Pearpoint gave us a very informative presen-
tation on his FPV gear and on the Right and Wrong 
ways of charging batteries. It was disappointing that 
some of our newer members were not there to hear 
Bradley’s presentation and gain from his knowledge, 
especially on batteries and there care; however, I am 
sure Bradley will only be too happy to answer any 
questions about FPV or batteries if you were unable 
to make Club night. Thanks to the 14 members who 
attended. 
 

The Committee has three away visits in the planning 
stage for future Club nights and will keep you in-
formed. 
 

The first Indoor flying night is this coming Tuesday 1 
May, Arena Stadium 7.30 – 9.00pm. 
 

The Club currently holds a limited amount of oil, nitro 
and methanol at the field. In discussion with the local 
supplier, new stock can be supplied within two days. 
If you intend to purchase more than the 1lt quantities 
of oil and nitro or 5lts of methanol, please let us know 
so that we can check stocks or order in so that it is 
here in time. 
 

The Club congratulates Russ Johnson on his 88th 
birthday which he celebrated with family and friends 
on Friday 27 April. 
 

Congratulations also to other Club members who cel-
ebrated birthdays in April, Stephen Anderson, Dave 
Hopkins, Graham Loveridge, John Mikkelson, Colin 
Wharton, Barry Parker and Linda Lambess. 
 

To all members, enjoy the good weather while we can 
and get out flying. 
 

Regards 
Greg Findon, President, PN Aeroneers 



 

Brian Dickons 

Vintage Report 

Problems are sent to make us think—not to make us worry.  May 2018 - page 4 

Hi fellow Vintage Buffs, 
  
Aprils Vintage comp started off in good conditions as 
it usually does but conditions started to change later 
in the day as they can, leaning towards the odd gusty 
conditions – Peter Vining becoming one of the victims 
of a later gust with his Buzzard Bombshell losing its 
rudder and Peter having to DNF for the next two 
flights – commiserations Peter but the aircraft should 
be up and running for the next comp.  
 
Apart from that, the scores and landings were pretty 
good with the Mckay making a big effort on his last 
flight and gaining the lead once more making him our 
flyer of the month – well done Bruce.  

 
Mike Randall also making a good effort and turning 
up in second place – well done also Mike.  
 
Welcome to new competitor Terry Lawless who 
joined us for the day and had some good flights with 
his R6B. 
  
Hope to see you all at the next comp on 13th May 
9:30am sharp and let battle commence. 
  
Vintage Man 
 
Thanks Brian—take care of yourself!  

 Time  Landing Time  Landing Time  Landing  
Round 1 

Points 

Round 2 

Points 
Round 3 Points 

Total 

Points 
Competitors Min S Points Min S Points Min S Points  

Bruce McKay 2 55 20 3 2 20 3 2 20  195 198 198 591 

Peter Vining 2 59                179 0 0 179 

Brian Dickons                    0 0 0 0 

Greg Findon 3 6   2 47   3 5 20  174 167 195 536 

Flemming Ravn 2 22   3 3 20 2 56    142 197 176 515 

Mike Randall 3 1 20 2 53 20 2 58    199 193 178 570 

Bruce Woodfield 3 4   3 4 20 3      176 196 180 552 

Tama Randall 2 56   3     3 1 20  176 180 199 555 

Merv Matthews                    0 0 0 0 

Terry Lawless 3 9   2 55 20 3 26    171 195 154 520 

Phil Pearpoint 2 35 20 2 12 20 2 31    175 152 151 478 



Five Flyers showed up to the start line to fly Tomboys in perfect conditions; a gentle Northerly breeze to take 
off into and some early lift evident. A hearty welcome back to Philip.  The rest of us are going to have to 
sharpen up our landings in future contests. 
  
Major confusion ensued when all five pilots failed to hear the countdown to the start of the first race which 
resulted in Flemming dropping his transmitter and Ladderman’s Tomboy thinking that there had been a gen-
eral recall so cut his motor which had to be hastily reconfigured.  Ladderman’s Hyperion 450mah Lipo does 
not seem to have the same thrust out of the blocks but keeps its amps steady while others fade. 
  
Congratulations to Greg for being first across the line on all three flights. 
  
Thank you to Brian for being our Starter and Recorder. 

Success always occurs in private, and failure in full view. May 2018 - page 5 

 

Bruce Woodfield 

Tomboy report —  
8 th April 

 Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Total Place 

Ladderman 20.5 20 20 65 1 

Phillip Pearpoint 15.5 18.5 15.5 63 2 

Flemming Ravn 18.5 16.5 18 62 3 

Greg Findon 14.5 14 14.5 53 4 

Peter Vining 16 15 16 47 5 

     YTD 

Ladderman     192 

Flemming Ravn     188 

Peter Vining     171 

Greg Findon     155 

Phillip Pearpoint     63 

Next Round 
13 May 

INDOOR  FLYING  
TUESDAY 1 MAY 

Wanted photos of aircraft. 
editor@aeroneers.com 

Pascal Street Stadium.  
$10 to cover hall hire 

All welcome 

Thank you to Greg for this link to a 

very good youtube video.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Z0qdQ32lv8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Z0qdQ32lv8


 

Club Night 
26 April 2018 

The severity of the itch is proportional to the reach. May 2018 - page 6 

A group of 14 people met for the club night on 
Thursday and closely inspected the several     
models on display.   
 
Most attention went to Russ and his Andreasson 
BA-4B which he is building.  Russ explained that 
he wanted to prove to himself that, at 88 years of 
age, he was still capable of enjoying the          
challenges of a scratch build from plans, and   
judging from the workmanship on the model, he 
has not lost any of his skills.  Russ was been work-
ing on the model for several months and some 
days he decides to spend a couple of hours at the 
workbench.  The Andreasson is a single seat     
aerobatic homebuilt bi-plane.  The model has a 37 
inch wingspan, kebab skewers for stringers and 
Russ will power it with an electric motor and   
Spectrum gear.  

Brad explained the range, frequencies 
and benefits of different transmitters,  
receivers for FPV flying.  He briefly 
touched on the joys of racing with 25 
other racers and the difference        
between your view with goggles and a 
screen. 

Brad also informed us on the correct way to charge our batteries, 
how to take care of batteries and what makes the batteries      
dangerous.   



 

Club Night 

Have you visited our facebook page?  https://www.facebook.com/PalmerstonNorthAeroneers/ May 2018 - page 7 

Peter  brought along his new model, a woodpecker from RCM & E plans. Peter explained how he likes to get 
a plan photocopied enabling him to cut it out with the balsa.  The struts are 1/4 inch stained spruce and the 
fuse is 1/4 inch balsa with the covering and paint from various previous builds.  It is ready to test fly.           
The motor can be removed and the aircraft becomes a slope soarer. 
 

Alvah showed us his new glider which he has strengthen around the front end and made alterations to the 
engine mounts.  The glider controls are aileron and tail plane only and apparently capable of speeds up to 
310kph.   
 

Ivan’s helicopter is going to require a lot more work before completion and he is current busy painting on    
rivets.  It is a Vario BK117 — 153 cm long, 25 cm wide and 52 cm high.   

https://www.facebook.com/PalmerstonNorthAeroneers/


 

Buddy Box 

I couldn’t repair your brakes, so I made your horn louder. May 2018 - page 8 

The boxes are unpacked and the next pile of stuff is ready 
to go to a charity shop. Once again there is time in the day 
to do what we want to do rather than what has to be done.  
 
My primary school, Solway School in Masterton, recently 
celebrated its centennial and published a book which I 
read and reminisced over.  One of the students recalled 
the war years and the planes hidden in the orchards of the 
street where I lived and it got me thinking of the interesting 
times of the airfield in Masterton.   
 
Hood Aerodrome was named after the Masterton pilot, 
George Hood who died trying to fly the first Tasman Sea 
crossing in January 1928.    
 
Fifteen years earlier, between June and August 1913, 
nearly Gladstone was the site of the first flights of New 
Zealand’s first designed and built plane. This was a small 
monoplane designed and built by a Wellington engineer, 
Percy Fisher. 
 
In 1940, the RNZAF decided to use Hood Aerodrome and 
more land was bought by the government. In April 1942, 
14 (Fighter) Squadron arrived in Masterton, with Harvard 
trainers and later with P-40 Kittyhawk fighters. Blast pens, 
to protect the aircraft from attack, were constructed 
around the airfield and there were three runways.   
 

The school pupils recall seeing the planes being towed 
down the road with an old Model B Allis tractor.   
 
14 Squadron left Masterton in 1943 to fight in the South 
Pacific, among them was Geoff Frisken with his P40 Kit-
tyhawk named Wairarapa Wild Cat. 
 
Now days it is the home of an amazing vintage aircraft 
collection and the home of Wings over Wairarapa. 

This month you will note that Indoor Flying          
appears more than once in this edition of  

Servo Chatter. 
 

Putting this publication together is like a jigsaw with 
pieces made to fit and often little snippets to fill in 
the spaces.  It is these little spaces that are harder 

to fill than full pages.  We don’t live locally so 
please help with snippets of gossip,  

photos,anything. 

 

From the  
Editors Desk 

Linda Lambess 

The oldest computer can be traced back to Adam and Eve. 
 

Surprise !  Surprise! 
 

It was an Apple   
 

But with extremely limited memory.  
 

Just 1 byte 
 

Peter, Len and Bruce discuss Len’s Phantom 2 at 
the recent club night. 

Wanted by local aviation training facility. 
A small high wing, tricycle undercarriage to use for 

flight training in the classroom.  No engine or radio 

gear required. 

 

For more information contract 

Bruce Withell 

Phone 3583202 



 

Buddy Box 
Volunteers 

Wanted 

The average woman is one who can stay on the phone longer than on a diet. May 2018 - page 9 

Phone Peter or Greg if 
you can go on the roster 

to mow the strip. 

TAKE 
CARE 
THIS  

WINTER 

School holidays and  
more kids out on the  

rural roads please 
take care when       

driving to and from the 
field. 

Please stick to 60 kms 
down Spur Road . 

 

I hear that one club 
member has the 

laundry in his model 
room at present. 

 

I can’t see a  
Problem. 

Take time loading 
the machine,  
Dial in the  
controls, 

let it spin then 
drag out the sock, 
strut to the clothes 

line, hang the Wash-
out with pegs and a 

loop.  When dry, 
takeoff and put on a 

hangar. 
 

Sounds plane to me, 
and don’t forget to 

put on a load of 
washing while you 

are there! 



Everywhere is walking distance if you have the time. May 2018 - page 10 

 

From the  
news desk 

Stratolaunch—the world’s biggest plane 
 is close to flying. 

The world's biggest plane looks set to take flight in the 
next few months. 
Stratolaunch is the brainchild of Microsoft co-founder 
Paul Allen.  The beast of a plane has a wingspan of 
117 metres, has 28 wheels, and uses six 747 jet    
engines.   
The aircraft is currently under construction at the     
Mojave Air & Space Port in the Mojave  Desert,       
California, US.   
The plane is being designed to carry as many as three 
rockets, tethered to its belly, to about 11,000 metres. 
Once aloft, the rockets would drop, then fire their     
engines and deliver satellites to orbit. 

It is also being linked with a new space shuttle programme codenamed "Black Ice". 
The Black Ice spaceplane would be about as big as the former space shuttle developed by Nasa and capable of 
staying up for at least three days. 
It could be launched from virtually anywhere in the world, as long as the runway could accommodate Strato 
launch's size. And it would be capable of flying to the International Space Station, taking satellites and experi-
ments to orbit, and maybe one day, even people.  



 

Events 

A Mum is … someone who knows all about you, and loves you just the same. May 2018 - page 11 

Note only three nights this year  
-  mark your calendar now so 
you don’t miss out: 
 

 1 May,  
 14 August  
 4 September 

 
 Pascal Street Stadium.  
 $10 to cover hall hire 
 All welcome 

Indoor dates: 

OOPs ! - we missed the deadline for 'Model Flying World' 
I am sending this note to all MFNZ members we have on on record, 
to get as wide a coverage as we can to the model aviation           
community. 
The TMAC auction has been running for some 20 years and has 
been a popular venue to buy and sell all forms of model aircraft and 
equipment.  Its a great place to catch up with modelling buddies from 
other parts of NZ. It is one of the main fundraising events for our 
club. 
The auction is held in the main hangar at Classic Flyers Aviation   
Museum at Tauranga Airport. Refreshments and food will be       
available from the 'Avgas' cafe and bar. There is also an aviation 
themed playground for the gremlins. Use the opportunity to look 
around the museum. 
As has been the practice for a number of years, Classic Flyers will 
donate for auction, a flight in their Stearman biplane. 
The auctioneer will be Tony Christiansen, who is a well known inter-
national motivational speaker and a frequent participant in MFNZ   
Nationals competitions. 
For those with Mobile homes - drop me a line and we can find     
overnight parking for you in the Classic Flyers carpark. 
Check out :- https://www.classicflyersnz.com/ 
Regards, Dave Marriott, Secretary 
Tauranga Model Aircraft Club 



 

Events 

Egotism is the art of seeing things in yourself that others cannot see. May 2018 - page 12 

 

Calendar 
Check our website for update information 

www.aeroneers.com 

1 May - Indoor 
1 May - Servo Chatter online 
4 May - Social drinks 
6 May - 2 metre gliders 
13 May - Tomboy and vintage 
17 May - Committee meeting 
20 May - Radian, cub and scale 
24 May - Club night 
27 May - Combat and assassin 
31 May - Deadline for Servo Chatter for June 

1 June - Servo Chatter online 
1 June - Social drinks 
3 June - 2 metre gliders 
10 June - Tomboy and vintage 
17 June - Radian, cub and scale 
21 June - Committee meeting 
24 June - Combat and assassin 
28 June - Club night  
29 June - Deadline for Servo Chatter for July 
29 June - July Servo Chatter will be online 

June May 

2019 Air Show  
Features 

 
Features of the 2019 Air Festival include the 
much loved WWI and WWII      aircraft, such 
as SE5a, FE.2B, Fokker DVII, Fokker DVIII, 
Sopwith Pup, Sopwith Snipe, Albatros  D.II,      
Albatros DVA, RE.8, BE.2c, Bristol F2B, 
BE12, Sopwith Triplane, Nieuport 11 BEBE, 
LVG C.VI, Fokker EV, Sopwith Camel, DH4, 
Airco DH and Fokker DR.1. 
 

As well as these we will be welcoming the UK glider team ‘Airborne  Pyrotechnics’ to New Zealand.  They’ll 
be the headline act for Wings in 2019 and will perform both a day routine on Saturday and Sunday as well as 
being the centrepiece of our unique to New Zealand Saturday Night Show.  
 
Then we’ll have agricultural, helicopter, gyrocopter, Spitfire, P51, P40, Yaks,   Harvards, Anson, BAE Strike-
master as well as Titan Mustangs present in the skies.  And if all of that was not enough we are privileged to 
welcome back the Royal New Zealand Air Force who will feature with a section of each days flying. 

Tickets on sale now 

To all club members having a birthday this month. 

Remember it is 

duck shooting 

season! 

http://www.aeroneers.com/apps/calendar/


A politician has to be able to see both sides of an issue so he can get around it. May 2018 - page 13 



Senior Membership $140 (this subs include the $75 
NZMAA affiliation) 
Family Membership 
$145 
Junior (under 18) $40 
Associate $40 
Associate Flying $65 
Subs are per annum.  
 

Please pay Clive Martis or any committee member 
or online to Westpac Account 03 1522 0020708 00  
Palmerston North Aeroneers.   Don’t forget to        
include your name in the details box.  
 

Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com to advise   
Clive of your payment. 

 

You need to be a paid member to fly at the  
club airfield. 

 

The club needs to pay the Insurance fees to the 
NZMAA prior to  March 31 to ensure all club      
members are covered by the MFNZ public liability 
insurance. 

Club hats and shirts are 
now available.   

 

Hat - $15 
Your typical fisherman 
“Gilligan” style. 
 

Shirt - $30  

They are 100% Dri-zone poly-
ester, anti-snag and moisture 
wicking. 
UPF rating 50+. 
 

See a committee member. 

The views or ideas expressed in this publication are not           
necessarily those of the club executive or committee. Every 
care is taken to ensure accuracy, but the club will not be       
responsible for the content of advertisements or any material 
contained    therein. The editor reserves the right of publication. 

Palmerston North Aeroneers Palmerston North Aeroneers 

Club Subscriptions Tee Shirts and Hats 

Club address—club no loner has a P.O. Box number 
 

Club Website: www.aeroneers.com                                                             
Club Email: aeroneers@aeroneers.com 

 
Club Flying Site: 

End of Spur Road West, Colyton. 

 

Club Information and  
Committee 

A committee is just a group of dedicated clubbers 
working together towards a common goal. 

What is a 
committee? 

When you realise you have made a mistake, take immediate stops to correct it. May 2018—Page 14 

President: 
Greg Findon, 06 356 1571 
president@aeroneers.com 

 

Vice President: 
Bruce Woodfield, 029 357 8039 
vicepresident@aeroneers.com 

 

Treasurer: 
Clive Martis, 06 357 8832 
treasurer@aeroneers.com 

Secretary  
Bruce Withell, 358 3202 

secretary@aeroneers.com 
 
 

Club Captain: 
Peter Vining, 027 443 2378 

Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com 
 

Webmaster: 
Tama Randell, 027 2920363 

Servo Chatter Editor 
and Website Updates 

Linda Lambess, 06 3626513 
021 2106139 

editor@aeroneers.com 
 

Committee: 
Alvah Brickhill, 021 0522875 
Tama Randell, 027 2920363 
Phil Pearpoint, 06 3239093 

MOM 
is just 

WOW  
upside down 

mailto:treasurer@aeroneers.com
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mailto:president@aeroneers.com
mailto:vicepresident@aeroneers.com
mailto:treasurer@aeroneers.com
mailto:secretary@aeroneers.com
mailto:Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com
mailto:editor@aeroneers.com

